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Take Out Specials
Family Packages
- Open Sunday 1pm-7pm
- Curbside Pickup and Delivery
- Let Casa do it for you!

490 Center St., Lewiston ¢ 754-2581
www.casaanticarestaurant.com

Ready for Summer?!? (we are!)

WATER
STREET

LANDI® NG®

EVERY DAY fo:
(716) 777-1617

TEXT WSLVIP o (716) 777-1617 T0 JOIN OUR
VIPCLUB AND A CHANCE TO WIN OUR
YETI SUMMER GIFT PACKAGE!

7549200

In the Loop with the Lew-Port Board of Ed

Election date set,
budget a work in progress
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2687 Saunders Settlement Rd. (Rt 31) Sanborn
Open 7 Days - 9am-5pm
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. Mother’s Day is Sunday, May 10
& Hanging Baskets
% $18.99 « 2 or more®18 each

Flowering Plants « Perennials « Geraniums « Proven Winner
Vegetable Plants « Onion Sets « Bulk Seed « Seed Potatoes
Mulches « Soils and Much More
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BASKIZTS

2 FOR $3600

HIPFOVWER'SIG
\WEGETABIEES)

S I 799 Flat of 48

plants

PERENINIAVES
3FOR S i |00

GCIHEHCERTIRICALES) &W
DOR ALY

92672 Lockport Rd., Sanborn e 731. 4440-

Market Open Mon-Sat 9am- 6pm Grill Open Mon-Sat at 11am

Serving Erie & Niagara
Counties Since 1968

Mon-Thurs 8am-7pm
Fri & Sat. 8am-6pm

Sun. 10am-5pm

faudmpmg 8 Hunsery 297-3811
WINY’s Premier Landscape & Garden Center
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544 ...
15% off

8962 PORTER ROAD, NIAGARA FALLS, NY 14304
WWW.WAYSIDENURSERYINC.COM
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BY JODEE RIORDAN
Board of Education President

The Board of Education election
and budget vote will take place on
Tuesday, June 9. It will be conduct-
ed entirely by mailin ballot. Per
guidance from New York state, we
will first send out a postcard outlin-
ing specifics of the budget, elec-
tion and voter qualification to each
household. Official ballots will be
mailed the third week of May to
each of the 20,000 registered vot-
ers in the district.

The budget edition of the district
newsletter, The Link, will be de-
livered by early June and provide
detail on the proposed budget,
capital project, and biographies of
each candidate. Ballots will include
return postage and need to be re-
ceived by 5 p.m. Tuesday, June 9.

Election: There are three seats
for the Board of Education on the
ballot: Two three-year terms and
a oneyear term (the remaining
year of the term vacated by Natalie
Beilein in 2019). Petitions for nom-
ination must be submitted to the
district clerk no later than 5 p.m.
Monday, May 11.

Per executive order, nominating
petitions do not require a mini-
mum number of signatures. You
may find the petition and infor-
mation on our website, or contact
Marisa Barile at 286-7266.

Budget Vote: As of now, we still
do not have solid state aid num-
bers and are holding off adopting a
budget until we do. We have craft-
ed a balanced budget based on the
numbers available, taking the hit
of the “pandemic adjustment” (a
loss of $300,000) and anticipating
further cuts in state aid. We are
hopeful New York state will deliver
the results of the first of three re-
assessment periods in the coming
week, paired with a decision on
support for the states by the fed-
eral government. The funding of
education statewide is dependent
on many factors, all out of our con-
trol.

In order to meet the state-im-
posed deadline, the Board of Edu-
cation plans to adopt a budget on
Tuesday, May 19, at our regular
board meeting.

Closure: Per Gov. Cuomo, all
schools will now remain closed for
the remainder of the school year.
In keeping with our “just the facts”
look at the closure, an update on
the essential services outlined by
the governor per executive order
202.4, “the provision of school
meals, childcare and distance

learning are considered essential
services or function,” here is an
update from Superintendent Paul
Cassert:

“Certainly, the movement to new
learning has added new stress
in all our lives. This notion of re-
mote learning is easier said than
done. The governor and Bill Gates
should try it for a day before they
announce a new age in education!

“We know and recognize the
new learning phase of our closure
has also added significant stress-
ors to our students and families.
Principals and teachers have my
complete support to modify and
adjust student workloads so as not
to burnout themselves and our stu-
dents and families. We just need
to get through this year as best as
possible.

“Yes, we need to hold students
accountable for this work, but we
recognize it’s just not consistent
student to student and family to
family. My philosophy is every
student is moving forward into the
2020-21 school year and we’ll pick
up the pieces next year. We will do
our very best to support learning
to close out this year.

“As the chief academic officer of
the school district, I ultimately de-
cide if a child has met the NYS stan-
dard for a grade level or a subject.
I can tell you I cannot see holding
any child back given this crisis we
are now facing. I'm just letting you
all families know that, in my opin-
ion, every student should have the
opportunity to move forward and
move on.

“We will do our best to keep your
children focused and moving for-
ward with this work. Yes, grades
will be earned at the Secondary
level and students will be reward-
ed for consistency and focus. We
promise we will remain in contact
with our families and modify and
adjust the workload as we receive
feedback from you and as we see it
playing out with your children.

“We’ll get through this together.”

Lew-Port ‘Here to Help’

We are planning a new survey to-
ward the middle/end of next week
to geta gauge on how new learning
is playing out in your homes and to
check-in on the overall well-being
of our families. It is very important
that you communicate with us if
have any questions or are feeling
overwhelmed and need support.
From your teachers, to our prin-
cipals, to district administration,
straight through to the Board of
Education: We are all here to help.

Elections (cont.)

Continued from Page 5

which ballot access was not com-
pleted at the time of such suspen-
sion shall be conducted solely in
accordance with the ballot access
provisions applicable to the Sept.
15 election.

eSection 8406 that is modified
to the extent that any absentee bal-
lot sent to a voter for a primary or
special election to be held on June
23 shall be provided with a post-
age-paid return envelope.

As for school board elections:

eSections 1804, 1906, 2002,
2022, 2601-a of the education law,
to the extent necessary, to provide
that the annual district meeting
and election of every common,
union free, central and central
high school district and the annual

meeting of every city school dis-
trict in a city having a population
of less than 125,000 inhabitants
was scheduled to be held on the
third Tuesday of May is hereby
adjourned and rescheduled until
June 9, which shall be deemed the
statewide uniform voting day.
eSections 2018a and 2018b
of the education law are hereby
modified, only for the purpose of
any election held on or before June
30, to require every eligible voter
be sent an absentee ballot with a
postage-paid return envelope.

In a press release, Cuomo’s team
said these decisions were made,
“In an effort to keep New Yorkers
safe during the COVID-19 pan-
demic.”
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